ECM/Board of Ministry Interview Questions  
Articles of Faith 9-12 2025 
 
Ordination and/or District License Applicant: This document contains the essay question you 
will need to submit in advance as well as the questions you will be asked during your ECM or 
Board of Ministry Interview this year. Please read through each question carefully. 
 
Essay questions should be submitted to Karin Orwig (districtsecretary@nwilnaz.org) no later than September 30. 2024. 
The remaining questions will be asked during your interview.  Prepare a brief verbal response to be shared in the interview; do not submit your written responses in advance. 
 
Note: We are asking for your personal behavioral living pattern and your biblical theological 
understanding of that subject. Wesley taught us the Holy Spirit bears witness to us objectively 
and subjectively. Objectively, this comes through Scripture and the study of the Word where 
the Holy Spirit will bear witness in our spirit. Subjectively, it is our personal experience outside 
of Scripture with the testimony of the Holy Spirit who bears witness in our life. In other words, 
what are your answers from both scripture and how you live? 
 
 
ESSAY QUESTION 
Write a 1-page (approximately 300 word) essay on your understanding of Articles of Faith 9-12 (Manual 9-12). Please include your name at the top.  Submit them as a Word document or pdf.  Please do not send files from SharePoint or other similar locations.  
Consider the four questions regarding the Articles of Faith (listed below) in your response. 
 
I. Articles of Faith 
IX. 9.3 We believe that justification, regeneration, and adoption are simultaneous in the experience of seekers after God and are [obtained upon the condition of and received by faith, preceded by repentance; and that to this work and state of grace the Holy Spirit bears witness.
Explain how the Holy Spirit bears witness to justification, regeneration and adoption in your life.

X. We believe that entire sanctification is that act of God, subsequent to regeneration, by which believers are made free from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a state of entire devotement to God, and the holy obedience of love made perfect.
How have you sought and experienced entire sanctification? What is original sin? How does an entirely sanctified person, who is made free from original sin, experience and overcome temptation? How much growing is left to do after someone is entirely sanctified?

XI. God calls the Church to express its life in the unity and fellowship of the Spirit; in worship through the preaching of the Word, observance of the sacraments, and ministry in His name; by obedience to Christ, holy living, and mutual accountability.
Describe how would you respond to a new convert in your church who states, “I don’t need the church to live the Christian life.”

XII. We believe that Christian baptism, commanded by our Lord, is a sacrament signifying acceptance of the benefits of the atonement of Jesus Christ...
Define the Wesleyan understanding of a sacrament. Why is the sacrament of baptism important?
 
 
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
Prepare a brief (1-2 min.) response to each question that you can share during your interview. 
 
II. Covenant of Christian Character 
21.2 (2) We live out our holiness by avoiding evil of every kind, including:
(2) Profaning of the Lord’s Day by participation in unnecessary secular activities, thereby indulging in practices that deny its sanctity.
How do you keep the Lord’s Day holy? How do you practice sabbath?

(3) Sexual immorality, such as premarital, extramarital, or same-sex relations; perversion in any form or looseness and impropriety of conduct
How do you keep yourself sexually pure and what safeguards have you put in place?
How have you responded (or how will you respond) to a gay or lesbian couple who begins attending your church and asks you why the church believes same-sex sexual relations are sinful?

(4) Habits or practices known to be destructive of physical and mental well-being. Christians are to regard themselves as temples of the Holy Spirit
Because we are Temples of the Holy Spirit, what habits and practices are you observing or experiencing that are most destructive of physical and mental well-being?

(5) Quarreling, returning evil for evil, gossiping, slandering, spreading surmises injurious to the good names of others
1. When and how have you struggled with these sins since your conversion? How do you overcome these temptations in your own life?
2. How have you (or will you) establish a culture in your church of healthy conflict resolution where gossip and slander are not tolerated?
 
III. Covenant of Christian Conduct 
 
C. 31 Human Sexuality and Marriage: In a culture that promotes sexuality:
If single, how are you protecting and honoring your single life?
If married, how are you protecting and growing your marriage?

How do you explain God’s biblical view of marriage?

What do you consider pornography to be?

Have you at any time viewed pornography intentionally at any time this last year and if so what safe guards have you put in place?

What is your response to someone who would sit down with you and reveal they have are experiencing same sex attraction?

How have you observed abuse of vulnerable people this past year? If so, have you been in a position that required reporting?

 
IV. Core Behaviors: Start One 
 
Please tell a story of casting vision, gathering a team to accomplish that vision, and how you and your team brought the vision to reality.

 
V. Special Focus: Funding the Mission 
 
How do you promote and explain the local church’s apportionments for World Evangelism, Pensions & Benefits, Education and District fund payments? Why is this important?
